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INTRODUCTION
This summer was very wet over most of the state. Breeding Bird Surve
operators noted impassible roads, especially in the western Sandhills. The benefits
to water birds in the Rainwater Basin were obvious, however, with notable breeding
records for Ruddy Duck and White-faced Ibis, as well as the first documented
breeding in the state of Glossy Ibis, and the first Rainwater Basin breeding for
Double-crested Cormorant and third for Eared Grebe.
Additional notable breeding records were led by Osprey; after 7 years of trying at
various locations, success came with a bang, as at least 3 nests successfully fledged
young, the first successful breedings for the state. A Bam Owl nest with 7 young
was the first known in the extreme northeast, and a flightless juvenile Red-breasted
Nuthatch in Seward provided an unexpected breeding record away from the north
and west. Two developing situations suggest incipient breeding: there may now be
two pairs of American Three-toed Woodpeckers in East Ash Canyon, Dawes
County, and a major influx of Ovenbirds into Nebraska National Forest at Halsey the
last two years suggests the first breeding there .
Several species of shorebirds arrived early, close to expected first dates, but both
dowitchers really beat the early dates: a Long-billed was record early, and Shortbilleds were unusually early as well. A netted and banded Tennessee Warbler was
record early by 16 days.
Rarities were few and not as mega as Summer 2014; a Snowy Plover was the first
July record for the Rainwater Basin, 2 female Broad-tailed Hummingbirds
(photographed together) were the 4th and 5th in spring for the state, and a vociferous
Hooded Warbler set up shop at Nebraska National Forest at Halsey.
Notable was excellent coverage of the Niobrara River Valley from Valentine to
the Niobrara Valley Preserve and grasslands southwest of Nebraska National Forest
at McKelvie. Many out-of-state birders working those areas as well as the rest of the
state reported their Nebraska sightings to eBird, providing useful information. One
problem crops up in these situations though: non-local birders rarely have as good a
grasp of species distribution within Nebraska as experienced locals, as exemplified
by the several reports this summer of Brewer's Blackbirds in central and eastern
Nebraska. As eBird filters continue to improve, such observations are expected to
decline.
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ABBREVIA nONS
ad: adult
BBS: Breeding Bird Survey
BOL: Branched Oak L, Lancaster Co
Cern: Cemetery
CLNWR: Crescent L NWR, Garden Co
Co(s): County(ies)
CSP: Chadron SP, Dawes Co
fern: female
FF: Fontenelle Forest, Sarpy Co
GPD: Gavins Point Dam, Knox and Cedar Cos
HCR: Harlan County Res, Harlan Co
imm: immature
ICSP: Indian Cave State Park, RichardsonlNemaha Cos
juv: juvenile
L: Lake
LM: L McConaughy, Keith Co
LO: L Ogallala (includes contiguous Keystone L), Keith Co
m. ob.: many observers
NC: Nature Center
NM: National Monument
NNF: Nebraska National Forest
NVP: Niobrara Valley Preserve, Brown, Cherry, Keya Paha Cos
NWR: National Wildlife Refuge
PL: Pawnee L, Lancaster Co
PRSP: Platte River SP, Cass Co
PSP: Ponca SP, Dixon Co
RA: Recreation Area
Res: Reservoir
RWB: Rainwater Basin, including parts of Phelps, Hamilton, York, Clay, Fillmore,
and Thayer Cos
SCP: Spring Creek Prairie, Denton
SL: Sewage Lagoon(s)
SP: State Park
WHNC: Wildcat Hills NC, Scotts Bluff Co
WMA: (State) Wildlife Management Area
WP: Wilderness Park, Lincoln
WPA: (Federal) Waterfowl Production Area

GAZETTEER
Harvard Marsh: Harvard WP A, Clay Co
Jack Sinn: Memorial WMA, Lancaster and Saunders Cos
Pine Ridge: escarpment in Sioux, Dawes, and Sheridan Cos
Sandhills: large area of sand-based prairie in north-central Nebraska

104

The Nebraska Bird Review

Smith Falls: SP, Cherry Co
Wildcat Hills: escarpment in Scotts Bluff, Banner, and Morrill Cos

OBSERVERS
AAz: Adrian Azar, Williston, ND
ACo: Andrew Core, Tucson, AZ
ADd: Ashley Dudek, Manhattan, KS
ADu: Andrew Durso, Raleigh, NC
AF: Amanda Filipi, Scottsbluff
AG: Alan Grenon, Seattle, WA
AHe: Abril Heredia, Mexico DF, Mexico
AHo: Audrey Hom, Keller, TX
AK: Alice Kenitz, Gering
APa: Alexander Patia, Springfield, IL
ARy: Allen Reyer, Bellevue
B&DW: Bruce & Donna Walgren, Casper, WY
BBr: Barbara Brown, Kearney
BFH: Bill F. Huser, South Sioux City
BHe: Ben Heppner, Lincoln
BP: Brian Peterson, Omaha
BRe: Ben Ream, Omaha
BWe: Bruce Wendorff, Lincoln
CC: Charlotte Croshaw, Fremont
CGo: Chris Goulart, Aurora, CO
CJa:Cheryl Jacisin, Ironwood, MI
CNK: Clem N. Klaphake, Bellevue
CRi: Carrick Rice, Glen Ellyn, IL
CVB: Curt Van Boening, Wichita, KS
DE: Dave Ely, Superior
DJe: Donel Jensen, Orem, UT
DOv: Doug Overacker, Springfield, OH
DSt: Dave Stage, Omaha
DVe: Dan Versaw, Hastings, MN
EJo: Earl Johnson, Longmont, CO
FMa: Fran Maunder, Juniata
GD: Garrett Day, Omaha
GMa: George Maly, Auburn
GWe: Garret Wee, Cottonwood, MN
HBi: Hannah Birge, Lincoln
IBa: Ian Batterman, West VaHey, UT
J&LS: Jim & Linda Swenson, Greenwood
JC: John Carlini, Lincoln
JDa: Jeff Dawson, Denver, CO
JG: Joe Gubanyi, Seward
JGJ: Joel G. Jorgensen, Lincoln
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JHe: Jerry Hemmersmeyer, Old Monroe, MO
JJ: Jan Johnson, Wakefield
JJa: Jerry Jacobitz, Pawnee City
JKa: Julie Karlson, Yellow Springs, OH
JLo: John Longhenry, Rockford, IL
JMu: Jim Murdock, Ames, IA
JO: Jim Ochsner, Ogallala
JR: Justin Rink, Omaha
JRi: Juanita Rice, Fairmont
JW: Juanita Whittecar, Chadron
KD: Kathy DeLara, Mitchell
KDy: Keith Dyche, Shenandoah, IA
KMo: Kendalynn Morris, Logan, UT
KP: Kevin Poague, Lincoln
L&BP: Loren & Babs Padelford, Bellevue
LBe: Laura Berlik, Princeton, NJ
LDe: Linda Deeds, North Platte
LE: Larry Einemann, Lincoln
LR: Lanny Randolph, Minden
MB: Mark Brogie, Creighton
MCl: Margaret Clemen, Durham, NC
MCr: Michael Cranny, St Cloud, MN
MF: Mark Feeney, Loup City
MHu: Mike Hudson, Manhattan, KS
MMc: Mike McCloy, Southern Pines, NC
MW: Michael Willison, Lincoln
MWi: Mac Williams, Hartsville, SC
NV: Nick Varvel, Olathe, KS
NWa: Nat Warning, Fort Collins, CO
PHa: Peggy Hardwick, Hebron
PHM: Peter M. Hill, Whiteclay
PWy: Peggy Wyman, Idaho Falls, ID
R&SW: Ron & Susan Whitney, Lincoln
RBr: Rexanne Bruno, Virginia Beach, VA
RH: Robin Harding, Minden
RJS: Roger Jay Schroeder, Wahoo
RS: Rick Schmid, Omaha
RSa: Rick Sammons, Fremont
RSt: Ruth Steams, Lincoln
RTy: Rob Tyser, La Crosse, WI
SB: Scott Buss, Norfolk
SDa: Susan Danskin, Ithaca, NY
SHo: Sheldon Hoch, Minneapolis, MN
SJD: Stephen J. Dinsmore, Ames, IA
SMa: Sam Manning, Omaha
SQ: Susan Quinn, Nebraska City
SSc: Shari Schwartz, Lincoln
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TBa: Tony Battiste, Hereford, AZ
TEL: Thomas E. Labedz, Lincoln
TG: Tom Gannon, Lincoln
TH: Tim Hajda, Broken Bow
THo: Tim Houghton, Chicago, IL
TJW: T.1. Walker, Brady
TLG: Ted LaGrange, Lincoln
VC: Virginia Clark, North Platte
WF: William Flack, Kearney
WM: Wayne Mollhoff, Ashland
WRS: W. Ross Si1cock, Tabor, IA
WWH: Walt Wagner-Hecht, Cedar Rapids, IA
WZw: William Zwartjes, San Antonio, TX

SPECIES ACCOUNTS
Greater White-fronted Goose: The only report was of a probably injured bird in
Seward 8 Jul (CNK). There are a number of such records, now rare but annual.
Snow Goose: The usual scattered reports were received; best tally was the 3 in the
RWB 26 Jul (JGJ).
Ross's Goose: This species is less than annual in summer; one was with Canada
Geese in Saunders Co 17 Jul (SQ, details).
Canada Goose: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Trumpeter Swan: The southerly breeding pair near Ravenna was successful this
year; the pair had 3 "gray juveniles" on 19 Jul (LR, RH). This pair has been at
the site since 2011, but only known to have raised young 2011 and 2012.
Ruddy Shelduck: One near Geneva 12 Jul (JGJ) was the 3rd reported for the state;
all are apparent escaped birds.
Wood Duck: This species breeds statewide, but is uncommon in the Panhandle; a
hen with 12 young was at Whitney L, Dawes Co, 13 Jul (KDy).
Gadwall: Reports were routine of this common Sandhills breeder, uncommon to rare
elsewhere.
American Wigeon: This species is uncommon to rare in the breeding season; there
were only 2 reports, both likely tardy spring migrants. Two were in Lincoln Co
2 Jun (TJW) and one in Cherry Co 10 Jun (ACo).
Mallard: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Blue-winged Teal: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Cinnamon Teal: All reports were, as expected, from the Panhandle; best count was
the 6 (5 males, one fern) at a flooded field in Box Butte Co 13 Jul (KDy).
Northern Shoveler: The 23 on 9 Jun in Clay Co (RSt), 27 in Lincoln Co 11 Jun
(TJW), and 4 in Dodge Co 11-12 Jun (CC, RSa) were likely late migrants,
although breeding is possible anywhere away from the Sandhills, though rare.
Singles in Hall Co 15 Jun (JLo) and Seward Co 8 Jui (CNK) may have been
breeders.
Northern Pintail: Generally a rare or uncommon breeder in the RWB, a hen and
brood at Harvard Marsh 26 Jui (JGJ) was a good find.
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Green-winged Teal: A hen and brood in Clay Co 26 Jul (JGJ) provided only the 3rd
breeding record for the RWB since 2007; there are older reports for 1985 and
1987. The 23 at a flooded field in Box Butte Co 29 Jun (LE) were likely molt
migrants; males leave incubating females in Jun. The 7 in the RWB 27 Jun
(JGJ) were probably also molt migrants.
Canvasback: One in Seward Co 1 Jun (LE) and 2 on 9 Jun at Harvard Marsh (RSt)
were tardy; there are few spring reports in the south and east in late May and
early Jun.
Redhead: There was a large influx into the RWB beginning 27 Jun, when 100 were
estimated (JGJ) Numbers peaked at 345 on 26 Jul, and 242 of those were at
Harvard Marsh (JGJ). No evidence of breeding was noted in the RWB this
summer, and so it is likely these birds were failed breeders. Away from the
RWB in the south and east, reports are rare; one was in Lancaster Co 9 Jul
(BHe).
Ring-necked Duck: As with Lesser Scaup, Ring-necked Ducks have a propensity
for showing up on occasion in mid-summer in the RWB despite being rare in
that season. This year, 3 were reported from different locations 27 Jun-7 Jul
(JGJ).
Lesser Scaup: This species is rare away from the Sandhills in summer (late Junearly Sep); the RWB is a favored location, however, with singles there 20 Jun
(JGJ), 27 Jun (JGJ), and 3 on 8 Jul (JGJ). Two at LO 14 Jul (MWi) and a male
at L Bennington, Douglas Co, 31 Jul (JR) were likely early fall migrants and/or
failed breeders.
Common Goldeneye: Prior to this summer there had been only 10 reports in the
period 9 Jun-Il Sep, but this summer there were two: a first-year male at
County Line WP A, York and Fillmore Cos, 8 Jul (JGJ), and a single at Boyer
Chute NWR, Washington Co, 16 Jul (BRe photo).
Hooded Merganser: Mid-Jun through Aug reports of fern-type birds, most if not all
one-year-old non-breeders, are numerous statewide; this summer at least 25
were reported, including a total of 15 in the RWB 7-8 Jul (JGJ).
Common Merganser: Two sites that have previously hosted this species in summer
did so again. Two ferns at the NVP 13 Jun (CNK) may be part of a small
breeding population there, and 4 males at LO 14 Jul (MWi) were likely molt
migrants.
Ruddy Duck: There were 15-20 previous records of breeding in the R WB. This
summer there were two: broods were found 8 Jul at Kirkpatrick Basin North
WMA, York Co, and 26 Jul at Sinninger WMA, York Co, (JGl). Several pairs
with a displaying male were seen in the RWB as well (JGl). A male at Oak L,
Lincoln, 20 Jun (Cla) was unexpected, although breeding has occurred in
Lancaster Co previously.
Northern Bobwhite: Bobwhites seem to be in expanse mode; the "first in years"
was seen in Dakota Co 1 lun (BFH), reports north of the Platte River Valley
were from Holt, Loup, and Custer Cos 13 lun (WF, LR, RH), and McPherson
Co (RSt), areas near the northwestern edge of the range. Even in the southeast,
farmers advised that "quail were doing very well this year" (fide CNK).
Gray Partridge: The only report was from the current range: 2 in Holt Co 7 lui
(MB).
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Ring-necked Pheasant: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Sharp-tailed Grouse: Reports were routine of this locally common northern and
western grasslands resident.
Greater Prairie-Chicken: Reports were routine of this locally common virtually
statewide grasslands resident.
Wild Turkey: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Common Loon: Occasionally non-breeding imms appear or linger in summer
singles were in Sheridan Co 6 Jun (AK), at BOL 9 Jun (LE), and a~
Cunningham L, Omaha, 25 Jul (JR).
Pied-billed Grebe: Reports were routine of this common Sandhills and RWB
breeder, uncommon elsewhere.
Eared Grebe: The usual Nebraska breeding range is in the north and west, but
recent reports from the RWB are increasing. Only the 3rd documented RWB
breeding record was at Marsh Duck WMA, York Co, 3 Jul (JGJ); there were 11
nests with eggs, but by 9 Aug most nests were abandoned and only one pair
with young was seen (JGJ).
Western Grebe: This species is rarely encountered in mid-summer in the south and
east; one at Harvard Marsh 19 and 26 Jul is only the 4th summer RWB record
and first for Jul (JGJ). Quite unexpected also was one even farther east, in
Saunders Co 19 Jun (RSt). These are only the 13th and 14th mid-summer (6
Jun-17 Aug) records from Holt Co eastward.
Double-crested Cormorant: This species lingers into summer, although most such
birds are imm non-breeders such as the 2-7 at BOL and one in Saunders Co
during the period (SMa, LE, BHe). The RWB always hosts a few also, but this
year 2 pairs were building nests in small willows at Harvard Marsh 19 Jul, and
were incubating 26 Jul, when 2 additional nests were being built (JGJ). This
appears to be a first RWB breeding record, and one of fewer than 10 away from
the northern and western Sandhills (east probably to Holt Co) and LM.
American White Pelican: First hints of southward movement in the southeast were
of a flock of 200 over SCP 23 Jun (LE), and 56 at BOL 2 days later (LE); fall
migration usually becomes notable in Jui.
American Bittern: Breeding occurs mostly in the Sandhills and probably the RWB,
but is possible though rare anywhere water conditions are suitable. In the RWB
this year, 1-2 were at North Lake Basin, Seward Co, through the period (m.
ob.).
Least Bittern: Reports were from 4 sites, more than usual, all in the southeast. A
pair was on territory at Lincoln Saline Wetlands, Lancaster Co, at least 9-16 Jul
(BHe video, MW, m. ob.), 2 were at a Wetland Reserve Program site in Seward
Co 7 Jun (JGJ), singles were at a private wetland adjacent to Marsh Duck
WMA, York Co, 29 Jun and 3 Jul (JGJ), and one was at Homestead Lake RA,
Butler Co, 19 Jun (J&LS).
Great Blue Heron: Reports were routine of this locally common regular breeder
west and central, uncommon east.
Great Egret: Reports were routine of this common regular summer visitor east and
central, rare west.
Snowy Egret: The only report of this uncommon summer visitor was of one in the
RWB 8 Jul (JGJ).
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Little Blue Heron: None were reported of this uncommon eastern and central
summer visitor.
Cattle Egret: Rounding out a lackluster summer for white herons, there were few
reports, best count was the 13 in the RWB 19 Jul (JOJ).
Green Heron: Northwesterly were 2 in Loup Co 13 Jun (WF); the summer range
covers most of the state with numbers declining north of the Platte River Valley
and westward.
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Although a regular breeder in the RWB, the 28
nesting ads and 10 juvs within a nesting colony of ibis at Harvard Marsh 7 Jul
(JOJ) was noteworthy.
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Only one was reported, a juv in the RWB 26 Jul
(JOJ); this species is a rare post-breeding disperser north to Nebraska in late
summer.
Glossy Ibis: Although breeding has been suspected a few times when this species
has been observed within breeding colonies of White-faced Ibis, proof was
lacking until this summer, when 3 nests tended by ads were photographed at
Harvard Marsh 7 Jul (JOJ). Three, along with a probable hybrid based on
facial skin color, were located in Sheridan Co 21 Jul, where the observer (JOJ)
noted: "Finding ~lossy Ibis was simply a function of finding groups of
Plegadis ibis and having decent looks at the birds". Another was near Lakeside
24 Jul (PMH). (See ~lossy Ibis article on page 139 of this issue.)
White-faced Ibis: As noted above, a colony of 70 White-faced Ibis were tending at
least 11 nests at Harvard Marsh 7 Jul (JOJ) and also at a second RWB site,
Kirkpatrick Basin North WMA, York Co, 8 Jul (JOJ). Although most nests had
eggs or young, the 4 ready-to-fledge young seen at the Harvard Marsh colony
provided the first proof of successful breeding for the Rainwater Basin (JOJ).
Including these records of breeding, there have been 12-15 instances of
breeding in the state since 1984, when this species began its remarkable
increase in numbers. High numbers were in the western Sandhills; a drive from
Lakeside to Smith L SRA yielded well over 175 ibis (KD, AK).
Turkey Vulture: An unusual sight was the flock of 60 counted on a sand bar at PSP
9 Jul (EJo). Such groups (including roosting groups) in mid-summer are imm
non-breeders; breeding probably first occurs at 3-4 years of age, although data
are scant.
Osprey: After 7 years of failure, this is the year that Ospreys finally got it right in
the breeding department. At least 3 pairs attempted nesting in Scotts Bluff Co
and young were fledged by at least 2 of these (AK, KD). A nest near the
Western Sugar Factory just off highway 26 on the east side of Scottsbluff
contained 3 juvs 25 Jul (KD, photo) that were ready to depart, and another nest
on a platform near Riverview Oolf Course west of Scottsbluff near the highway
92 bridge, had 3 young a little younger than the "sugar factory" birds the same
day (KD, photos, CNK). A third site, on Shannon Road near Mitchell, had
young "a few weeks" prior to 25 Jul, but no birds were present on that date and
evidence of fledging is lacking (KD). A successful nest on a platform erected
by Midwest Electric Cooperative downstream from LO had a juv on 22 Jul
(JOJ, photo), and another juv was seen flying in the area 18 Jul (RSt). Thus,
the first year of breeding success for the species in Nebraska had no fewer than

110

The Nebraska Bird Review

Vol. 83 No.3

3 successful nests. There was a report that another nest platform some 15 miles
east ofLO was in use (fide JGJ), but no further information came to hand.

These three juvenile Ospreys were in a nest near the Riverview Golf Course along the North
Platte River, Scotts Bluff County, here photographed 25 Jul2015 by Kathy DeLara. This is
one of3 successful nests in 2015, the first year this species has bred successfully in
Nebraska.

Mississippi Kite: Unexpected, and far from known Nebraska nesting sites, were 2
birds at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 26 Jun, an imm and possible ad, that flew
in, circled, and returned to the northeast (RS). Eggs are usually laid in early
Jun in Nebraska, with fledging around 2 months later.
Bald Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide breeder.
Northern Harrier: Breeding is not often documented; a nest with downy young in
Loup Co was photographed 22 Jun (MF fide JGJ). Breeding is presumed to
occur statewide, but most sightings in summer are from extensive wetland
areas.
Cooper's Hawk: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder.
Red-shouldered Hawk: None were reported of this rare regular local summer
resident.
Broad-winged Hawk: This species breeds in the southeast in low numbers. This
summer, singles were seen at Neale Woods, Douglas Co, 20-27 Jun (RS, BP,
SMa), and 3 were at FF, 2 juvs and an ad, 10 Jul (NV), strongly suggestive of
breeding there. The only other report was of one in Cedar Co 10 Jun (MMc),
north of the Nebraska breeding range; this, along with a previous late May
record from PSP, may have been a late migrant. No westerly reports were
received.
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Swainson's Hawk: Rare in the east, one in Douglas Co 23 Jul (THo) may have been
an early-fledged bird; a fledgling banded in California in summer 2011 had
reached Sioux City by mid-Sep the same year. This species is rare in summer
in the RWB; one was in Clay Co 3 Jul (JGJ).
Red-tailed Hawk: The "Krider's" form breeds in far western Nebraska; one was in
Cheyenne Co 3 Jun (IBa, details).
Ferruginous Hawk: A Dundy Co nest noted in the Spring Report had 2 nearlyfledged young 15 Jun (JGJ).
Golden Eagle: Reports were routine of this uncommon western resident.
Virginia Rail: Reports were routine of this uncommon, locally common, regular
breeder north and west, rare south and east.
Sora: Nesting may occur anywhere in the state, but there is little solid evidence, and
it is difficult to separate reports of migrants from local breeders. Eggs may be
laid as late as early Jul, and so it appears that observations of 1-2 birds at that
time might relate to local breeders, but ads in any numbers in Jul are probably
migrants. Soras were "common, ubiquitous" in the RWB 19 Jul (JGJ),
including at least 8 in Fillmore Co 21 Jul (CNK), and 9 were in non-breeding
habitat, a flooded field, in Box Butte Co 12 Jul (B&DW). Reports after 1 Jun
are problematic, but these could indicate breeding: 2 were at Harvard Marsh 9
Jun (RSt), singles were at North Lake Basin, Seward Co, 3 and 16 Jul (BP,
RSt), 1-2 were at Lincoln Saline Wetlands, Lancaster Co, 9-15 Jul (BHe, MW,
m. ob.) but 4 there 18 Jul (MW) may have been migrants, and one was at Jack
Sinn 5 Jul (BP).

This nest downstream from L Ogallala, Keith County, contained an adult Osprey and a
juvenile, photographed here 22 Jul 2015 by Joel Jorgensen. This is one of 3 or 4
successful nests in 2015, the first year this species has bred successfully in Nebraska.
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American Coot: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, regular
breeder north-central, fairly common elsewhere.
Sandhill Crane: The pair at Kiowa WMA, Scotts Bluff Co, reported in spring was
seen again, still with the lone half-grown youngster, 16 Jul (KD). Nonbreeding stragglers occur on occasion, usually in the RWB or the central Platte
River Valley; 3 ads were in Buffalo Co 18 Jun (PHa), likely the same 3
reported in the RWB 19 Jul (JGJ). A surprise was one at Eppley Airfield,
Omaha, 28 Jul (JT, DSt).
Black-necked Stilt: There were numerous reports from Sheridan Co, although best
tally submitted was only 3, a pair with a 3-week-old chick 21 Jul (JGJ). The
other reports were from the R WB, where this species occurs each year in small
numbers. One was near Friend, Saline Co, 1 Jun (RSt), a male was in Clay Co
19 Jul (JGJ), a fern was in Fillmore Co the same day (JGJ), and 3 were in
Fillmore Co 26 Jul (JGJ).
American Avocet: Easterly were a spring migrant in Cass Co 3 Jun (IBa) and a fall
migrant in Dodge Co 14 Jul (CC). Best count was 128, in Sheridan Co 13 Jul
(KDy). High fall counts are 643-1100. First fall migrants reported in the RWB
were 7 rather early on 3 Jul (JGJ), and best count there was 12 on 19 Jul (JGJ).
Black-bellied Plover: None were reported of this uncommon fall migrant; early
dates are 25-28 Jul, however.
American Golden-Plover: None were reported of this locally common eastern and
central migrant, uncommon west. The first migrants are ads, which are rarely
seen in the interior; juvs comprise the bulk of fall migrants, and pass through
during Sep-Oct.
Snowy Plover: A worn ad in Clay Co 3 Jul was the first RWB Jul report on record
(JGJ).
Semipalmated Plover: Reports were routine of this fairly common regular spring
and fall migrant east, becoming uncommon west.
Piping Plover: Despite current high water at LM, 2 pairs were found 2 Jun (TG) and
3 birds 29 Jun (CVB). The few reports elsewhere were from known breeding
locations (CC, RS).
Killdeer: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Mountain Plover: None were reported of this fairly common breeder in Kimball Co.
Spotted Sandpiper: Although this species breeds statewide, specific reports of
nesting are scarce; an ad with 3 downy young near LaPlatte, Sarpy Co, 13 Jul
(A G) was a rather late hatch.
Solitary Sandpiper: Rather early were singles in the RWB 3 Jul (JGJ) and in Custer
Co the same day (TH); early dates are 24-25 Jui.
Greater Yellowlegs: Stragglers can occur anytime in Jun, but numbers are few then,
and may be birds that discontinued migration. One was in Dodge Co 11 Jun
(RSa). One in Seward Co 27 Jun (JGJ) arrived about on time for the first fall
migrants.
Willet: Adults with a fuzzy chick were in northern Sheridan Co 5 Jun (CNK); this
species usually has young by early Jun.
Lesser Yellowlegs: First arrivals detected were 2 in western Seward Co 20 Jun
(JGJ), rather early; early dates are 16-19 Jun.
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Upland Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide migrant.
The 50 near Sumner, Dawson Co, on 12 Jul (TEL) were somewhat early if
indeed a pre-migration gathering; early dates for migrants are generally in late
Jul.
Long-billed Curlew: Reports were routine of this fairly common regular spring and
fall migrant central and west, rare casual east.
Marbled Godwit: In contrast with spring, Marbled Godwits are rare easterly in fall,
with only 30 records in all, 18 of these in the RWB. Thus a good find was one
in western Seward Co 19 Jul (JGJ).
Stilt Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant.
Sanderling: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant.
Dunlin: None were reported, nor expected; this is a late migrant in fall, arriving in
Sep.
Baird's Sandpiper: One in the RWB 3 Jul (JGJ) was early. Expected early date is 9
Jul (three times); latest date in Jun is 24 Jun.
Least Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this common statewide fall migrant.
White-rumped Sandpiper: Somewhat tardy were 2 in Cedar Co 10 Jun (MMc) and
14 at Jack Sinn 13 Jun (MW); last dates for this late spring migrant are 21-23
Jun.
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Reports were routine of this fairly common spring and
fall migrant in the Rainwater Basin, uncommon eastward, rare westward.
Pectoral Sandpiper: One in Seward Co 8 Jul (CNK) was rather early; early dates
are 4-5 Jul.
Semipalmated Sandpiper: This species is a late spring migrant; however, the 14 at
Jack Sinn 13 Jun (MW) were rather late, as late dates are 15 Jun (three times).
Rather early in fall was one in Seward Co 8 Jul (CNK); early fall dates are 2-4
Jul.
Western Sandpiper: There were only 3 reports of this fairly common but tediousto-look-for fall migrant: one was at a flooded field west of Hemingford, Box
Butte Co, 12 Jul (B&DW), 2 were at Wright L, east of Hemingford, 31 Jul
(DJe), and one was in Clay Co 19 Jul (JGJ).
Short-billed Dowitcher: Reports of2l individuals l3-2l Jul (m. ob.) were received,
expected timing for ads. However, one at a flooded field in Box Butte Co 29
Jun (LE) was unprecedentedly early. Failed breeders flock up and depart the
breeding range in late Jun (Birds of North America Online) and there is a
documented record for Iowa 26 Jun 1988, suggesting that such an occurrence is
at least possible. Early dates for Nebraska otherwise are 11-12 Jul.
Long-billed Dowitcher: As with Short-billed, a very early bird was reported, in the
RWB 3 Jul (JGJ), earliest fall arrival on record.
Wilson's Snipe: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide fall migrant.
American Woodcock: None were reported of this uncommon regular breeder east
and central.
Wilson's Phalarope: Migration is evident in mid-Jul; 1000+ were at a flooded field
in Box Butte Co 16 Jul (L&BP). There are several breeding and summer
records in the RWB; 1-18 were at various locations there 7 Jun-19 Jul (JGJ).
Red-necked Phalarope: Reports were routine of this fairly common regular fall
migrant west, becoming uncommon east.
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Franklin's Gull: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide summer visitor.
Ring-billed Gull: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide summer
visitor.
California Gull: The only report was of 6 ads at LO 21 Jul (JGJ); numbers increase
at LM beginning in late Jul.
Herring Gull: None were reported of this locally uncommon summer visitor.
Lesser Black-backed Gull: Numbers are fewest in mid-summer for this spring and
fall migrant; only the 6th record for 16 May-II Aug was an ad at LO 19-20 Jul
(RSt, TJW).
Least Tern: Reports were from traditional eastern summer locations, including 11
ads and juvs in western Douglas Co 31 Jul (JR) and 4, including a juv at a pond
with sandbars in Dodge Co 19 Jul (CC).
Caspian Tern: This species is an uncommon migrant and rare summer visitor
statewide; the 34th and 35th records in the period 11 Jun-17 Jul were singles at
LO 29 Jun (CYB) and L Bennington, Douglas Co, (SMa). Fall migrants arrive
in mid-Jul; 1-3 were at LO 19-21 Jul (RSt, JGJ).
Black Tern: Reports were routine of this common northern and western breeder and
statewide fall migrant.
Common Tern: This species appeared far earlier than expected, and in wetland
habit atypical of the species, with 4 ads in Fillmore Co 3 Jul, the first RWB Jul
record (JGJ). One was seen in the same county 21 Jul (CNK), still rather early
even for fall migration; previous early fall dates were 22-30 Jul.
Forster's Tern: Two were reported in mid-summer: singles in Buffalo Co 13 Jun
(BBr) and in Hall Co 23 Jun (RBr). These are only the 20th and 21st records in
the period 12 Jun-3 JuI.
Rock Pigeon: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Eurasian Collared-Dove: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
White-winged Dove: Reports continued from spring at 2 locations, as this species
consolidates in Nebraska: the nesting birds on the University of NebraskaKearney campus were seen at least through 9 Jul (RH, LR, JRi), and the
sporadic visitor to the Ochsner yard in Ogallala was seen 30 Jul (JO).
Elsewhere, one was in Pierce for "a week or so" through 10 Jun (SB), and one
was in a rural Lincoln Co yard 6 Jul (YC, photo).
Mourning Dove: Reports were routine of this common, locally abundant, statewide
breeder.
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: Reports were routine of this common eastern and central
breeder, uncommon west.
Black-billed Cuckoo: An encouraging 8, all singles, were reported statewide (m.
ob.); low numbers in recent years are a concern.
Barn Owl: The LM region is a favored breeding location for this species; 3 young
were at a traditional road-cut nest 21 Jun and 6 Jul (CNK, JJ), and "several"
were nesting in rocky outcrops behind Cedar Point Biological Station 18-19 Jul
(RSt). Nesting is rare in the north half of the state; a carefully-monitored nest
in Dixon Co with 7 young by the end of the period (BFH, JJ) was the first
known breeding record northeast of Knox, Platte, and Dodge Cos. One in
Nemaha Co 18 Jul (MHu, ADd) was unexpected so far east.
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Eastern Screech-Owl: A nest box in southern Dixon Co that had at least one young
29 May fledged 2 young 3 Jun (11), about the norm for this species.
Great Horned Owl: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Burrowing Owl: There were 9 breeding pairs at CLNWR this summer (fide KMo,
ADu); this species is a common breeder in most of the Panhandle.
Barred Owl: One west of Bostwick, southwest Nuckolls Co, 8 Jul (D&JP), is part of
a recently-established population at the east end of the Republican River
Valley; westernmost report to date in the Republican River Valley is from
Bloomington, southwest Franklin Co.
Long-eared Owl: Reports of breeding are few, although there are breeding reports
for much of the state; 2-3 begging young were near Thedford, Thomas Co, 13
Jul (MB). Two flushed at Merritt Res, Cherry Co, 14 Jun (CRi) were likely
breeders also.
Short-eared Owl: The 4 reports were all from the north and west, where most
summer birds are found: singles were at Valentine NWR, Cherry Co, 21 Jun
(AHe), in Banner Co 3 Jun (TG), Dawes Co 6 Jun (TG), and northern Sioux Co
5 Jul (B&DW).
Northern Saw-whet Owl: Following this spring's excitement over two documented
nestings, the only report this season was intriguing also: one heard in the cedar
canyons of southeast Lincoln Co 3 Jun (LDe) was the observer's latest date for
this species. These owls winter there and leave in Mar, with previous latest
date for a calling bird 2 Apr (LDe). Breeding has not been documented in the
area.
Common Nighthawk: A "nice flock" was over Lincoln 30 Jul (R&SW); this is a
little early for fall flocks, which usually form in mid-Aug.
Common Poorwill: This species probably breeds in the Niobrara River Valley east
in small numbers to Knox Co; there are several summer reports for Knox and
Holt Cos, and this summer, there was a report of 5 near Lynch, Boyd Co, 2 Jul
(HBi).
Chuck-will's-widow: Observers found this species somewhat elusive in its usual
haunts in the extreme southeast; none were found in Pawnee and Johnson Cos 1
Jun (JGJ), and only 2 on a Jefferson Co nightjar survey route 24 Jun, where 12
were found in 2012 (JG, TEL). Oak Glen WMA, Seward Co, continues to host
1-2 most years; one was there 1 Jun (JG). ICSP also came through, but only
one was heard there, on 3 Jun (SSc, JC).
Eastern Whip-poor-will: There are previous reports from the Niobrara River Valley
westward to eastern Cherry Co, but there have been few in recent years.
However, there were multiple reports this summer from Smith Falls, where up
to 3 were heard singing "constantly" at the campground 14-19 Jun (MMc, AAz,
SHo). There are two reports from NNF Halsey, in 2011 and 2013; this summer
provided the 3rd, two calling from the sides of the road to the fire tower (BP).
Care should be taken at this location to separate Whip-poor-will calls from
multiple simultaneously-singing Poor-wills, which are common here.
Chimney Swift: This species has expanded westward into the Panhandle in the last
50 years in towns along rivers and streams; Harrison may have been the last
Panhandle town to record Chimney Swifts, in 2005. This summer reports were
from Chadron, Ft. Robinson SHP, and Scottsbluff (m. ob.).
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White-throated Swift: Reports were routine of this uncommon Panhandle breeder.
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Migration is underway starting in mid-Jul; earliest
reported away from Missouri River Valley breeding areas were singles in
Burwell 19 Jul (LR, RH) and Jefferson Co 21 Jul (CNK). A nest in Omaha had
eggs hatching 30 Jul (D&JP, photo), a rather late date as fall migration peaks in
Sep.
Broad-tailed Hummingbird: The fern that arrived in an eastern Dawes Co yard this
spring was still present 10 Jul, and a second bird was seen 21 Jun for only one
day (JW, photo). A male had not been seen during the period (JW). The
second female is only the 5th Nebraska record for Jun. No fall migrants were
reported in the state by the end of the period.

These female Broad-tailed Hummingbirds were together in the Juanita Whittecar
yard, eastern Dawes County, 21 Jun 2015. The second female is only the 5th Jun
record for the state.
Rufous Hummingbird: Like both Calliope and Broad-tailed hummers this fall, no
migrants had arrived by the end of the period for this rare western fall migrant.
Early fall dates are 11-12 Ju\.
Calliope Hummingbird: None were reported by the end of the period of this rare
western fall migrant. Early dates are 13-14 Ju\.
Belted Kingfisher: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder.
Red-headed Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common eastern and central
breeder, uncommon west.
Red-bellied Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common eastern and central
resident, locally rare west.
Downy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
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Hairy Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
American Three-toed Woodpecker: The exciting news regarding this species in
East Ash Canyon, Dawes Co, continues. There are now 9 sightings located in
the general area where separate singles were first discovered in summer 2014
by Jeff Birek and Nancy Drilling of Bird Conservancy of the Rockies. Later
that summer it was shown that a male and female were in the area, but not seen
together (MB, JGJ, SJD photos). The 3 new sightings this summer were of a
pair seen 3 Jul at least a half mile southwest of the other 6 sightings from 2014
and 2015, as well as a single sighting near the pair 15 Jul (KDy video, WM). It
appears that there may be 2 pairs in the general area.
Northern Flicker: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident and
breeder.
Pileated Woodpecker: Reports were routine of this locally uncommon southeastern
riparian forest resident.
American Kestrel: Fledged young with ads were in Omaha 21 Jun (GD), perhaps a
bit ahead of schedule.
Peregrine Falcon: The reports were from Omaha and Lincoln, almost certainly of
the resident birds there.
Prairie Falcon: Breeding is restricted to the west and northwest, but there are
several summer records to the east and south of this range, likely wide-ranging
breeders or imms; one was in McPherson Co 7 Jul (JJ).
Western Wood-Pewee: Reports consolidated the eastward edge of the breeding
range; one was northwest of North Platte 7 Jul (TJW), two were heard at Cody
Park, North Platte, 10 Jun (ACo, photo), and another was at LO 4 Jun (TJW),
while 1-2 were at the NVP in Brown and Keya Paha Cos II Jun (CNK) and 19
Jun (MMc). Both Eastern and Western Wood-Pewees occur at these locations.
Two were at NNF Halsey 16 Jun (TJW), where the species is an irregular
breeder.
Eastern Wood-Pewee: Related to the previous account, there were numerous
reports of up to 5 Eastern Wood-Pewees west to Smith Falls 13-20 Jun (MMc,
m. ob.), and a single was in Valentine 21 Jul (MCI).
Acadian Flycatcher: Reports were from the 2 current strongholds, ICSP and FF. At
ICSP up to 5 were reported through 4 Jul (SSc, GMa), and at FF, where in the
process of establishing, 1-2 were reported through 15 Jul (AG, m. ob.), but
there were probably at least 4 males present (JR).
Alder Flycatcher: Last date was of one a bit tardy at FF 30 May (JR); last dates are
4-5 Jun.
Willow Flycatcher: A good tally was the 8 at SCP 4 Jun (RSt); some or all may
have been migrants. Of interest were the absence of summer reports from the
Panhandle; reports from there have historically been scarce.
Least Flycatcher: There are a few previous reports of singing Leasts lingering into
Jun in the south and east where summering is not expected. This summer
singles were at FF 9 Jun (APa) and in Buffalo Co 10 Jun (MCr). Migrants are
generally gone by the end of May. Fall migration begins in mid-Jul; singles
were at Rowe Sanctuary 16 Jul (LBe) and in Dodge Co 16 Jul (singing, D&JP).
One in southern Garden Co 17 Jul (LBe) was in an area where summering birds
occur.
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Cordilleran Flycatcher: One near the east edge of the summer range near
Whiteclay 28 Jun (PMH) was only the 4th record from Sheridan Co, all since
2011, when breeding occurred for the first time; this species has expanded
slowly eastward in the Pine Ridge in recent years.
Eastern Phoebe: Reports were west to Merritt Res, Cherry Co, 9 Jul (CRi) and LO
18-19 Jul (RSt). Summer reports farther west, in the Panhandle, are rare except
for the Pine Ridge.
Say's Phoebe: Reports were routine of this common regular breeder west, rare
central and northeast.
Great Crested Flycatcher: The summer distribution of this species is similar to
that of Eastern Phoebe in that it is rare in the Panhandle except for the Pine
Ridge, where it is an uncommon breeder. The two reports from there were of
singles at CSP 8 Jun (JHe) and Gilbert-Baker WMA, Sioux Co, 3 Jun (TG).
Cassin's Kingbird: Reports were routine of this fairly common Panhandle breeder.
Western Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Eastern Kingbird: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher: This species has been found nesting almost every year
since 2002 in southeast and south-central Nebraska. This year, ads and 3
fledged young were at a site near Pawnee City through 18 Jul (JJa fide SSc, m.
ob.), and an ad and a juv were near Valley 25-31 Jul (JR). The only other
report was of an ad male in southwest Richardson Co 11 Jul (BP , photo).
Loggerhead Shrike: Reports were routine of this fairly common statewide breeder.
Bell's Vireo: Reports were routine of this common central, uncommon elsewhere,
breeder.
Yellow-throated Vireo: Reports were routine of this fairly common eastern breeder.
Plumbeous Vireo: This species is not known to breed in the Wildcat Hills of Scotts
Bluff and Banner Cos, and so a report of one with another presumptive vireo
near WHNC 2 Jul (JMu fide AF) was significant. The identity of the second
bird was not determined; these may have been a pair of ad Plumbeous Vireos
that had moved south from the Pine Ridge, one having initiated molt. There are
only 3 spring records of Cassin's Vireo for Nebraska.
Blue-headed Vireo: None were reported of this uncommon eastern spring migrant;
last spring dates are in the first week of Jun.
Warbling Vireo: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Red-eyed Vireo: Reports were routine of this common breeder north and east, fairly
common west and southwest.
Pinyon Jay: Reports were routine of this rare breeder and uncommon summer
visitor west.
Blue Jay: Reports were routine of this common breeder east and central, fairly
common west.
Black-billed Magpie: Distribution continues to be spotty; magpies are "very rarely
seen these days" in Scotts Bluff Co (AK), although there were 3 reports of 1-2
birds from the Scotts Bluff NM area (TG, EJo, PWy). Ft. Robinson, Dawes
and Sioux Cos, remains a stronghold (LE), and there were "lots at various
places" in Sioux Co 22-23 Jun (CNK). The LM area still holds a small
population, exemplified by the 4 at Clear Creek WMA, Garden Co, 17 Jul
(LBe). Elsewhere, the only reports were of 1-2 southeast of Bostwick,
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Nuckolls Co, 8 lui (D&lP), and one southwest ofNNF McKelvie in Cherry Co
26 lun (CRi).
American Crow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder and
resident.
Horned Lark: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Purple Martin: This species occurs in the Sandhills in low numbers, especially
westward; one was in Valentine 13 lui (KDy), 2 were in Custer Co 3 lui (TH),
and 3 were in Valley Co 19 lui (LR, RH). There were no reports west of these.
Tree Swallow: Reports were routine of this common eastern and central breeder,
fairly common west.
Violet-green Swallow: Reports were routine of this uncommon Panhandle breeder.
Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide
breeder.
Bank Swallow: Reports were routine of this common eastern and central breeder,
fairly common west.
Cliff Swallow: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Barn Swallow: A paper published by Brown and Page (2015, NBR 83(1): 31-35)
documents a hybrid Cliff x Bam Swallow netted near Roscoe 17 lun 2014.
There are only 3 prior documented records of this hybrid for North America.
The hybrid was a male, paired with a fern Bam Swallow (Brown and Page
2015).
Black-capped Chickadee: A nest with nestlings found in Lincoln 6 lun was timely
(TEL).
Tufted Titmouse: There were only 3 reports away from Missouri River Valley
counties, typical of this mature forest species for which there are only 6 records
west of Lancaster Co; even there occurrence is spotty. This summer, one was
in Pawnee Co 19 lun (WF), two were in the same county 18 lun (TG), and one
was at Rockford L SRA, Gage Co, 19 lun (SQ).
Red-breasted Nuthatch: This species breeds in the Pine Ridge and east to the NVP
in the Niobrara River Valley; one was at the Preserve 16 lun (MMc) and
another was at Long Pine SRA 10 lui (NV). At regular locations, 10 were
counted at NNF Halsey 4 luI (TH), and 2 were at Gordon Cern 5 lun (CNK).
Unexpected was a flightless juv in Seward 12 lun (JG); prior probable nesting
in the east involves 2 reports of nest-building in Lancaster Co 2010 and 2014
(CNK, LE) and the presence of at least one pair along with "raggedy juvs" in
Omaha 2008-2012 (JR). Unexpected were 1-2 in an Ogallala yard 23 lun-30
lui (JO), and one in Lincoln 15 luI (BWe) was the 4th luI record in the east.
Fall arrivals are in early Aug.
White-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this uncommon northwestern
breeder (subsp. Sitta carolinensis nelsoni) and common breeder elsewhere
along major river valleys and in mature eastern forests (subsp. S. c. cookei).
Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were routine of this fairly common Pine Ridge and
Wildcat Hills breeder.
Brown Creeper: None were reported of this rare northern and eastern breeder.
Rock Wren: Ads were feeding 3 nestlings at LM 12 luI (NWa), a bit late for this
species. None were reported east of Frontier Co, where one was found 13 lun
(TJW), within the expected summer range.
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House Wren: Unexpected was a pair nesting in a nest box that had just fledged
Black-capped Chickadees in Lincoln 1 Jul (TEL). Last egg dates for House
Wrens are near the end of Jul (fide WM), and so a pair working on a 2nd brood
in Adams Co 23 Jul (FMa) was pushing the envelope.
Sedge Wren: This species is known for migrating through Nebraska in spring,
returning in numbers in the east beginning mid-Jul, estabiishing territories and
breeding. Thus reports in Jun are likely local breeders, an uncommon
occurrence, especially in the southeast; there were singing birds in Saunders Co
23 Jun (SMa) and Wayne Co 8 Jun (WF). Three singing males in northern
Thayer Co 3 Jul (JGJ) may have been returnees rather than local Jun nesters.
Marsh Wren: Although Marsh Wrens can occur anywhere in the state in summer in
cattail marshes, this is not an extensive habitat in the southeast. Even in the
RWB, birds are not usually heard until mid-summer, analogous to the Sedge
Wren pattern, and so singing birds at Marsh Duck WMA, York Co, in early Jun
and on 20 Jun (TLG, JGJ) were noteworthy.
Carolina Wren: This species breeds most years within the area bounded by
Cuming, Lancaster, and Jefferson Cos, but each year there are numerous
sporadic summer and breeding reports north and west of this area. This
summer, one was singing in southwestern Franklin Co 7 Jul (D&JP), and
singles were at Fairmont 30 Jun (JRi), in Dawson Co 6 Jul (CGo), and in Blaine
Co 3 Jul (AHo). An apparent 2nd brood attempt was being made by a pair in
Bellevue 21 Jul (ARy).
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: This species is in the process of encircling the Sandhills, as
it occurs north to the Pine Ridge in the west and in the east along the Missouri
and Niobrara River Valleys west to Ft. Niobrara NWR in Cherry Co.
Consolidation is occurring in the stretch from Niobrara Valley Preserve to Ft.
Niobrara; there were 5 reports of up to 4 birds there 14-29 Jun (m. ob.). In the
Pine Ridge, it occurs eastward to CSP, where 2 were seen 11 Jun (TJW). It
now occupies virtually all of the area south of the Platte River.
Eastern Bluebird: Reports were routine for this common eastern and central
breeder, uncommon west.
Mountain Bluebird: Reports were routine for this fairly common western breeder.
Swainson's Thrush: None were reported of this common statewide migrant. Last
dates are in early Jun east and central, mid-Jun in the west.
Wood Thrush: Reports were routine for this uncommon eastern and northern
breeder.
American Robin: Reports were routine for this common statewide breeder.
Gray Catbird: This species is uncommon on the Pine Ridge and rare in the southern
Panhandle. The 2 reports from the west were from the Pine Ridge in Dawes
Co: singles at CSP 11 Jun (TJW) and Ponderosa WMA 10 Jun (TJW).
Brown Thrasher: Reports were routine for this common statewide breeder.
Sage Thrasher: Only the 9th and 10th summer records (2 Jun-18 Jul) for the state
were singles in southwest Scotts Bluff Co 22 Jun (CNK) and Morrill Co 2 Jul
(SB).
Northern Mockingbird: The stronghold for this species in Nebraska is the
southeast; 16 were in Nemaha and Pawnee Cos 20 Jun (CNK) and 15 in
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southeast Thayer Co 8 Jul (D&JP). Fewest numbers occur in the north and
northwest; one was at Valentine NWR 14 Jul (CRi).
European Starling: Reports were routine for this common statewide breeder.
Cedar Waxwing: Reports were routine for this fairly common eastern and central
breeder, uncommon west.
Chestnut-collared Longspur: This species breeds in the north eastward to Holt Co,
but there are few reports between there and the Panhandle. One was at
Powderhorn North, about 6 miles northwest of Merritt Res dam 19 Jun (CRi).
McCown's Longspur: Reports were routine for this fairly common western
Panhandle breeder.
Ovenbird: Apparently the only summer record from NNF Halsey was in 1993, and
so the numbers reported there in 2014 and this summer are a major surprise.
Following the 7 there in 2014, one was found 16 Jun this summer (TJW), and
careful counts on 4 Jul this year tallied 11 individuals (TH). These reports,
along with another at Pressey WMA, Custer Co, 28 Jun (LR, RH) signal a
major influx to the Loup Drainage, and likely the first breeding. Also
indicative of range expansion was one singing in Jefferson Co as late as 21 Jul
(CNK); this is only the 2nd summer report since the 1970s west of the lower
Missouri and lower Platte River Valleys.
Louisiana Waterthrush: Despite sightings in 6 locations this spring at FF, reports
were received from only one of these this summer: a persistent bird was still
singing at the Gifford Road railroad crossing 15 Jul (AG) and one was there 1116 Apr (m. ob.). No nests or juvs were reported from FF. On the other hand, at
traditional locations at ICSP and PRSP, 6 and 4 territories were monitored
through the summer (SSc, JC). At least 5 juvs in all were seen on 2 of the 6
ICSP territories 3 and 14 Jun (SSc, JC). At PRSP, juvs were seen on 2 of the 4
territories (SSc, JC). A map of the PRSP territories was published in The
Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 82 (2), page 66.
Northern Waterthrush: One in Dixon Co 4 Jun (JJ) tied for 4th-latest in spring.
Expected last dates are 27-29 May.
Black-and-white Warbler: This species breeds in the Niobrara River Valley west to
Cherry Co, but is sporadic at best as a breeder in the lower Missouri River
Valley. One in Omaha 17 Jun (RBr) was one of a few records from that area,
but was likely a migrant rather than a local breeder. One in Buffalo Co 13 Jun
(BBr) was likely a late migrant.
Prothonotary Warbler: No reports were received; in spring nest-building was
underway at FF.
Tennessee Warbler: The only report was of an early migrant banded at Neale
Woods, Douglas Co, 25 Jul (RS). This is the earliest fall record by 16 days;
expected arrival is 12-18 Aug.
MacGillivray's Warbler: None were reported; last spring dates for this uncommon
western migrant are 3-8 Jun.
Kentucky Warbler: The usual numbers were at ICSP, where up to 5 were found
during the period (SSc), and at PRSP 1-2 during Jul (SSc), fewer than in recent
years. One in Cass Co 28 Jun was unexpected but well seen (GWe).
Common Yellowthroat: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
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Hooded Warbler: This species has a propensity to appear almost anywhere in the
state in spring and early summer. This summer's version sang vigorously at
NNF Halsey 16 Jun-4 Jul (TJW, m. ob.). The only other report was of one
heard at FF 13 Jun (JR). These are only the 6th and 7th reports for Jun in
Nebraska (and first for Jul).
American Redstart: Reports were routine of this common northern and eastern
breeder.
Northern Parula: Reports were routine of this uncommon eastern breeder.
Yellow Warbler: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warbler: At the east end of the Pine Ridge breeding
range were 3 in east Ash Canyon 13 Jul (KDy) and 2 at CSP the same day
(SDa).
Yellow-throated Warbler: None were reported of this local and uncommon
southeastern breeder despite the presence of about 6 at FF during the spring.
Yellow-breasted Chat: Reports from easterly parts of the breeding range were of
singles in Harlan Co 27 Jun (BBr) and Antelope Co 28 Jul (WF).
Eastern Towhee: Several reports exemplified the large overlap between the
distribution of phenotypes of this species and Spotted Towhee in the state.
Reports were west to Gosper Co 10 Jun (RSt), Dawson Co a pair 6 Jul (CGo),
Thomas Co 25 Jun (JDa), and near NNF McKelvie, Cherry Co, 26 Jun (CRi).
The last few years seem to indicate some westward expansion of Eastern
Towhee.
Cassin's Sparrow: The only report of this sporadic southwestern breeder was from
Dundy Co, where they were "not as numerous as last year"; 2 were found on a
BBS route there 15 Jun (J01).
Chipping Sparrow: This species is least numerous in summer in the southern 2
rows of counties west of Harlan Co; reports from that area were of 3 in
Hitchcock Co 12 Jun (TJW), 2-4 in Frontier Co 1-7 Jun (TJW), and 1-5 in
Gosper Co 10-19 Jun (WWH, RSt). These reports suggest that this last part of
the state is gradually being occupied.
Brewer's Sparrow: The only reports were from the regular but rarely-checked
western Panhandle breeding range: one was in northwest Sioux Co 29 Jun (LE)
and "mUltiple" birds were near the Niobrara River in Sioux Co 13 Jul (MB).
Field Sparrow: This species is a rare breeder in the Panhandle, with the few existing
records from the Pine Ridge. One near Agate Fossil Beds, Sioux Co, 2 Jun
(EJo) was probably still migrating.
Vesper Sparrow: Two in Dawson Co 31 Jul (DVe) were in a part of the state where
breeding is uncommon. Most breeders are in the north, northwest, and east.
Lark Sparrow: Reports were routine of this common breeder north and west, fairly
common elsewhere.
Lark Bunting: Only the 9th summer record east of the breeding range was a welldescribed male in Richardson Co 11 Jul (BP, details). There are an additional
20 records for spring and fall in the southeast.
Savannah Sparrow: This species is a local breeder in the north and west; 1-2 pairs
were at the same location 12 Jun near Hay Springs where they have been found
since 2011 (WM).
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Grasshopper Sparrow: Numbers of this species in northern grasslands are very
high; one survey found 46 singing males at a single survey point near NNF
McKelvie 19 lun (CRi); the observer recorded 20+ singing males at several
additional points.
Henslow's Sparrow: Reports were from probably the two most reliable areas to find
this species: Burchard L SRA, Pawnee Co, and Spring Creek Prairie, Lancaster
Co. At Burchard, 2 were found 13 lui (TG), and at SCP the 12 reports through
the period were topped by a high count of 8 on 19 lun (KP, m. ob.).
Song Sparrow: Song Sparrow is uncommon to rare as a breeder in the Panhandle
and south of the Platte River Valley west of Phelps and Harlan Cos. There
were no reports from those areas this summer.
Swamp Sparrow: This is an uncommon breeder in central Nebraska, generally
found in cattail marshes. The only 2 reports were from this breeding range: 2
were in Lincoln Co 8 lun (TJW) and one was at LO 11 lun (RTy).
White-throated Sparrow: The only report was of a singing late migrant in Dodge
Co 9 lun (D&lP); there are 4 later dates 10-22 lun. Usual last dates are 31
May-2 lun.
Dark-eyed (White-winged) Junco: None were reported of this fairly common
northwestern breeder.
Summer Tanager: Reports were routine of this uncommon southeastern breeder.
Scarlet Tanager: This species breeds regularly west along the Niobrara River
Valley to Niobrara Valley Preserve, but there are a few reports farther west into
eastern Cherry Co. One was singing east of Smith Falls 20 lun (MMc).
Western Tanager: This species is a Pine Ridge specialist; easternmost was one near
Whiteclay 21 lui (PMH). Breeding is not known to occur in the Wildcat Hills,
but one there 2 lui (lMu fide AF) was the 3rd record there for lui, suggestive of
breeding.
Northern Cardinal: There are only sporadic reports west of the Valentine area
along the Niobrara River Valley and on the Pine Ridge, although it has
occurred west to Sioux Co, including about 4 reports from the CSP vicinity.
This summer 2 were at CSP 10-11 lun (TJW).
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: Reports at the west edge of the summer range were of
singles in Nuckolls Co 10-11 lui (DE) and, in the Platte River Valley, 2 at Ft.
Kearny SRA, Kearney Co, 15 lui (DOv, lKa) and one there 13 lun (BBr).
Black-headed Grosbeak: In the Platte River Valley region this species breeds east
to Buffalo and Phelps Cos, but a straggler was seen east to Hamilton Co 3 lun
(lBa).
Blue Grosbeak: Reports were routine of this uncommon statewide breeder.
Lazuli Bunting: The breeding range includes the Panhandle and Niobrara River
Valley east to the NVP; one was at the Preserve 19 lun (MMc). Easterly,
probably a late migrant, was one near Superior 2 lun (RSt).
Indigo Bunting: Reports were routine of this common eastern and central breeder,
uncommon west.
Dickcissel: Occurrence in the Panhandle is sporadic and greatly variable in numbers
from year to year. This summer there were 10 reports of 1-2 birds 10 lun-13
lui (m. ob.), a good number of sightings, but low numbers.
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Bobolink: By late Jul Bobolinks flock and begin molt. A flock of 21 in "nonbreeding" plumage in Lancaster Co 29 Jul (SSc) fit this pattern.
Red-winged Blackbird: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder.
Eastern Meadowlark: Numbers are low in the southwest and the species may only
occur there in wetter years; one in Hitchcock Co 12 Jun (TJW) was only the 4th
summer record west of Harlan Co.
Western Meadowlark: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder.
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were routine of this fairly common, locally
abundant, statewide breeder.
Brewer's Blackbird: This species breeds in extreme northwest Nebraska only and
summer reports away from there are essentially non-existent. I received several
such reports from the east and south-central, most from visiting birders and
without details or photographs, of birds that seemed to me to be far more likely
to be Common Grackles.
Common Grackle: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide breeder.
Great-tailed Grackle: Numbers are lowest in the western Sandhills; reports
included 2 in Grant Co 11 Jun (TJW), one at Smith L SRA, Sheridan Co, 6 Jun
(AK), one at Thedford 16 Jun (WZw), 2 at NNF McKelvie 19 Jun (CRi), and 2
at Oshkosh 20 Jun (ADu, KMo). A drive through Grant and Sheridan Co 13
Jul yielded 6 in each county (KD).
Brown-headed Cowbird: Fall flocking of juvs can begin as early as late Jun; a flock
of 200 cowbirds was in Custer Co 18 Jul (TH).
Orchard Oriole: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
Bullock's Oriole: Males of this species depart rather early in fall towards the
southwest US on molt migration; all of the summering males had departed from
a Mitchell yard by 25 Jul (KD).
Baltimore Oriole: Reports were routine of this common eastern and central breeder,
uncommon west.
House Finch: Reports were routine of this common statewide resident.
Red Crossbill: Of the few reports received, easternmost were one at Ogallala Strip
WMA, Keith Co, 11 Jun (TBa), 2 at NNF Halsey 15 Jun (TJW), and a single at
NNF Halsey 4 Jul (TH).
Pine Siskin: One at a Dixon Co feeder 8 Jun was the "latest ever in my yard" (JJ);
last dates away from breeding areas are 15-18 Jun. A good population breeds
at Halsey NNF; 4 were there 16 Jun (TJW).
Lesser Goldfinch: The few reports were of 1-3 birds, including at least one each of
black-backed and green-backed males, at WHNC through the period (TG, KD,
L&BP). This species now occurs yearly in summer in Scotts Bluff Co.
American Goldfinch: Reports were routine of this common statewide breeder.
House Sparrow: Reports were routine of this abundant statewide resident.

